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Componen’r
* Education & outreach
* Fish descending device (FDD) distribution

* Research & monitoring

Goals

* Reduce mortality in reef fish resulting from barotrauma
and release

* Improve angler experiences with release gear

* Improve the overall health of reef fisheries




Pro;ect Plan

K BU|Id an mdependen’rly bromded progrqm-
that resonates with cmglers | |
< Gmded by anglers, grounded in science
* Promote best release practices )

e Gear distribution

* Education is prerequisite for gear
* DESCEND Act

* Phase out distribution by sector

* Phase 1: Federal for-hire reef fish permit owners,
captains and crew

* Phase 2: All Gulf of Mexico reef fish anglers




'Education/ Gear Distribution
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DESCEND ACT

" Effec’rlve da’re- anuary 13TH 2022

* Requires fishermen to hqve a ven’rlng
tool or descending dewce rigged and
ready to use when fishing for qnd/or
possessing reef fish in federal waters of

the GOM

* Venting Tools

* Must be sharpened, hollow tool that allows air |
to escape (not ice picks or fillet knives)

* Minimum 16-gauge needle (0.065”) .
* Descending Devices
* Must be rigged and ready to use

* 16-o0z weight and 60’ or line min.

*Return ‘Em Right is not associated with the DESCEND Act in any way*



Law Enforcement

s Compllomce/ messaging

* Outreach opportunities
* QOutreach toolkit
* UTM codes

* Additional opportunities...
* Trainings¢ Gear for officers?
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aims to increase survival of reef fish that are caught e e —
and released in the Gulf of Mexico. The program
provides anglers with the knowledge and tools to
successfully release reef fish.

= Gulf of Mexico reef fish anglers: Scan
vl this QR code or visit ReturnEmRight.org
Ryizd to review best practices and learn how to
#l get release gear valued at $100 for FREE.
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Questions:
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