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Return ‘Em Right
• Duration: 7-8 years
• Core partners: GSMFC, FL Sea Grant, NOAA
• Funding: Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill
• Component

• Education & outreach
• Fish descending device (FDD) distribution
• Research & monitoring

• Goals
• Reduce mortality in reef fish resulting from barotrauma 

and release
• Improve angler experiences with release gear
• Improve the overall health of reef fisheries



Project Plan
• Build an independently branded program 

that resonates with anglers
• Guided by anglers, grounded in science
• Promote best release practices 

• Gear distribution
• Education is prerequisite for gear
• DESCEND Act

• Phase out distribution by sector 
• Phase 1: Federal for-hire reef fish permit owners, 

captains and crew
• Phase 2: All Gulf of Mexico reef fish anglers



Education/ Gear Distribution

• 10,606 completions by 
eligible anglers that reef 
fish in the GOM

• 261 federal for-hire
• 167 state for-hire
• 10,178 private rec

• ~14-minute mean 
completion time

• 5700+ follow-up surveys 
completed

(as of 10/12/22*)

Density map showing education module completions by eligible anglers by county.



DESCEND ACT 
• Effective date: January 13TH , 2022
• Requires fishermen to have a venting 

tool or descending device rigged and 
ready to use when fishing for and/or 
possessing reef fish in federal waters of 
the GOM 

• Venting Tools
• Must be sharpened, hollow tool that allows air 

to escape (not ice picks or fillet knives)
• Minimum 16-gauge needle (0.065”)

• Descending Devices
• Must be rigged and ready to use
• 16-oz weight and 60’ or line min. 

*Return ‘Em Right is not associated with the DESCEND Act in any way*



Law Enforcement
• Compliance/ messaging
• Outreach opportunities

• Outreach toolkit
• UTM codes

• Additional opportunities…
• Trainings? Gear for officers? 



Questions?
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